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Number and general location of Christmas trees 
planted in Ohio during the 10-year period 1947- 
1956. Each symbol represents 100,900 trees. 
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Production 


Size of Christmas Tree Operations 


During the past 10 years more than 10,000 people in Ohio planted 
conifer seedlings. However, only about 900 of those who planted conifers 
are selling or plan to sell Christmas trees. The others planted trees 
for such purposes as timber production, windbreaks, game production, 
and erosion control. The plantings cover 12,000 to 13,000 acres. About 
20 percent of the growers of Christmas trees are members of the Ohio 
Christmas Tree Growers Council mentioned earlier. More than 85 percent 
of the Christmas trees have been planted in the eastern half of the 
State. Although individual growers have plantations ranging in size 
from one-tenth of an acre up to 600 acres, the average is less than 15 
acres. 


Christmas tree planting is increasing each year. By 1951, growers 
planted three times as many trees as they did in 1948. In 1956 they 
planted double the number of trees they did in 1951. About 650 people 
planted more than 3 million Christmas trees in 1956; however, most of 
them planted relatively few trees as shown below: 


Thousands of trees Percent of 
lanted per grower growers 
er 74 
4- 8 14 
8 - 16 
16 - 32 


More than 32 
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Species of Trees Planted 


In Ohio, Scotch pine is the most popular species, accounting for 
nearly half the trees planted in 1956. Other species currently being 
planted include white pine, red pine, Norway spruce, Austrian pine, white 
spruce, and Douglas-fir. Only 5 years ago almost three-quarters of the 
Christmas trees planted were red and white pine (table 1). These are 
the trees being harvested now. 


Table 1.--A comparison of the species of Christmas trees planted 
during the 1947-1951 period with species planted in 1956 


Species : 1947 - 1951 1956 

Percent Percent 
Scotch pine 17.0 48.5 
White pine 35.5 WAS 
Red pine 38.5 9.0 
Norway spruce D.0 Sia 
Austrian pine 58) 5®) 
White spruce oo) 5.9 
Douglas-fir 50) 260 
Colorado blue spruce 50) 2.0 
Others eo 4.0 


oS 


Total 100.0 100. 
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consumers 


Number 


Ohio growers sold approximately 182,500 Christmas trees in 1955. 
Growers themselves harvested 75 percent of the trees and sold them to 
wholesalers, retailers, and consumers. The rest were sold on the stump, 
largely to wholesalers who cut the trees themselves. Considering all 
types of sales, wholesalers purchased almost 60 percent of the growers' 
trees. 


In 1955, 40 percent (about 330) of the growers made sales. About 
twice as many growers sold cut trees as sold stumpage. Many growers sold 
trees to a number of buyers; 90 percent of 
the growers sold some trees to wholesaiers, 
22 percent sold some to retailers, and 46 
percent sold some to consumers. 


28,500 


sold to Growers sometimes sell trees to 


wholesalers early in the year; make addi- 
tional sales to retailers later; and 
finally, if they still have trees for 
sale, they may open a retail yard and 
sell directly to the consumer. 


108,500 


45,500 sold to 
sold to wholesalers 
retailers 


Left.--Number of trees sold by type of 
buyer. 
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COMPARISON OF SPECIES PLANTED AND HARVESTED 


ee? (1947-195): 


See: pine oo pine oO esas pine warivay Other 
spruce 


HARVESTED (1956): 


eS ie ge ca i 
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Scotch pine Red pine White pine Norway Other 
spruce 


Above.--The percent of each tree species planted 1947-1951 compared 
with the percent of each tree species harvested for Christmas trees 
1956. 
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The Ohio Christmas Tree Growers Council is studying the U. S. Stand- 
ards and may propose voluntary use of them for interstate shipments of trees. 
To date, however, those who have used grades used their own or buyers' 
grades. About 12 percent of the growers reported that they were selling 
trees by grade. Their sales accounted for approximately 8 percent of the 
trees sold in 1955. 


Prices 


Christmas tree prices vary greatly according to species, size and 
quality, accessibility to roads, nearness to markets, costs of growing 
the trees, the bargaining power of the grower and the buyer, and, in the 
case of cut trees, the costs of harvesting and delivering. The usual range 
in prices and the average prices that growers obtained for each species 
is summarized in table 4. 


Evergreen Bough Sales 


About 40 percent of the growers who sold Christmas trees also sold 
boughs to be used for wreaths and other home decorations. Some boughs 
are also used for grave decorations. For the most part, growers obtained 
the boughs from poorly formed and oversize trees. Approximately 200,000 
pounds of boughs were sold, an average of about 1,500 pounds per grower. 


eT 


*peqizytwo saotad owe134xq 


OS*r O00°OT-00°S OS*%@ 00°6-00°% Ofer 00°?-00°T sz9yu10 
== === == === OTE OS Z-ae 1 gonids 94TUM 
GLa 00" 0T=00%5S OS°a OS*E-00°S O'S SZ°p-SL* gonads AemMION 
00°E 00°S-O€°S Ses 0084=005r CGra OS *b-26° autd poy 
O8°s 09° F-09"2 GL ar = 00)«E-0081 cs*T 0S*S-00°T eutd 393TUM 
O€'P 0S°8-00°€ OOS O07E-OSF I S0°S GZ 7-80 '°T autd yo 00g 


SI9TTe}9eI pues 
siatTesatoum Ag 
$e01} 3nd 


siouwnsuos Ag 


Soor) Jjnoun 


(SaeTTOp ur) 


GC6I ‘Seer. seuySTayg IOF S1aMOIS OTYO pted sedtid--‘f 9sTqeL 


MILLIONS 


1952 1954 1956 1958 1960 1962 


What about the future? Are Ohio growers likely to flood the mar- 
ket with trees in a few years? To answer this question, let us consider 
population trends. 


The 1950 census showed that there were 2,314,600 families in Ohio 
and the number of families has been increasing more than 2 percent each 
year since 1940. About 90 percent of the families in Ohio are either 
urban or rural non-farm families. Purchases of Christmas trees by non- 
farm families in the metropolitan Columbus area were studied in 1956. 

If all Ohio non-farm families purchased Christmas trees in about the same 
proportion as did those studied, at least 1 WP) million Christmas trees 
were purchased by urban and non-farm rural families in 1950. A 22-percent 
increase in the number of families between 1950 and 1960 would provide a 
potential market for almost 2 million Christmas trees by 1960. 


Trend in number of- 
families in Onio 


9 Left.--A comparison 

of estimated future 
So aapemnemnilings ; demand for Christmas 
trees in Ohio with 


. probable supply of 
Christmas trees to be Ohio-grown trees. 


( 
i} 
| purchased by Ohio families | 
! 
t 


Ic 


WR Estimated number of 


Estimated trend in 
number of Ohio Christ- 


mas trees for sale 


ST 


*Ayrsuep pue 

edeys ItT9ay. sAOAdWT O01 IepIO UT S901} ATSY AVSAYS STAMOATS 991} SeUysSTaAYO 

aud FO FTey WSOWTYWY ‘*OTYO UsTae}SeS UT pojUeTd 9Ie S901, SeWYSTIYO 94} 

JO 4yuso10ed cg ueyy SIOWM ‘*SeTde YOO9 0 2108 Ue FO YAUSJ-9UO WOIF O9ZTS UT 

Sutsuer suotzejuertd sAey SraMOIS [TeNPTATPul] *Saeeaty SeWySTAYO Burmous fo 
ssoutsnq oy} UL MOU 918 SUWAITJ PUS STENPTATpUT OOG ATeeuTxouddy 


*sutd 94TYyM pue sutTd pox oie pUuNOoOAS SOT SsABY 43Nq 4Uue.IOdUT 

TITIS o1e BY SAeTAOAVF ABPTO ‘AtTJ-seztsnoq pue ‘sonaids 94Tym ‘sutd 

uetiisny ‘eonads AemMION 91e BOUeZAIOdWT UT Bututes oie ey S907} ISYIO 
*autd yo OOS 219M QCGT UT OTYO UT paqyUe{Td seer, 394 JTeY YSOUTY 


“IS6T ut ptp Adu. se soar, Aueu se 9dTM} 

peyuetd szamo0i3 ‘gcg6T ul ‘aeah ATAAD Sadi} DIOW SuTZUeTd ote STAaMOIDN 

‘yeyrTeW 39yu. UT [NJtTJueTd ATBsutseas1out swuodeq p[Noys sseea}, OTYO ‘*s90r4 

Seuystiy) IoJ puewep aewunsuod 9yi jo uotz10d TTeus e AjTuo sattddns }4t 
q0A se ynq ‘Sutpuedxe ATptdea st uot.ONpord 9914 SeuystsAyD S$, OTYO 


paroponjouos) puv Ruounms 


*pueuwap pac0xe [Tem Aew sdoazd aatyoOedsoid soenutTyUuoO. pusr} STYy JI pue 

Ieok yora BSutsearout o1e pejyuetd Butesq sae01} FO AOqunu 9yy ‘ATAASMOH *ZO9GT 

Aq OTYO UT S$90ea} SBUYSTIYO IOF pueuap 9yi yoow ATazeTdwoo 0. ATSeXTT JOU 

ST uoT}ONpord 9914 SeUYSTIYO OTYO ‘“UOT}EUIOFUT SeTeS 9d14 SeUySTIYyD pue 

‘spa0o0ea ButTyue[d 9013 seuystTay9g ‘yyMOIS uoT}ZeTNdod Jo stseq sy} UO apeu 93q 
ued uot 1enqyITSs puewap pue Atddns sanyny astqeqouid oy}. FO a4,eUTYSS UY 


16 


Christmas tree growers sell to wholesalers, retailers, and con- 
sumers. In 1955, they sold more than 182,000 Christmas trees. The nor- 
mal range of prices for uncut Christmas trees was between $0.75 and $5.50 
in 1955. For cut trees, growers usually received between $2.00 and $10.00. 


Christmas tree growing and marketing requires skill and planning. 
The grower can no longer merely plant his trees, wait 5 to 8 years, then 
sell them to eager buyers who are clamoring for them. If Ohio Christmas 
tree growers are to get an increasing share of the market, they must plan 
both their growing and marketing activities. One thing of increasing 
importance is to produce a quality prcduct, only trees with good color 
and good shape are in demand. This means the growers will need to plant 
the popular species and shear and shape the trees. Consideration should 
also be given to planting species that can be sold for other uses than 
Christmas trees. 


Growers need to develop better market channels. They need to con- 
tact wholesalers and retailers early in the market season and offer trees 
in larger quantities. This may call for a cooperative sales organization 
or other types of concentration. Advertising 'Ohio-grown trees" should 
prove helpful. 


Finally, growers, wholesalers, retailers, and consumers would bene- 
fit if the standard Christmas tree grades were in common use. There is 
a genuine interest in standard grades, but the U. S. Standards for Christ- 
mas Trees are not yet accepted by all market operators. 


If Ohio growers do improve their growing and marketing practices, 
the present acreage planted to Christmas trees still will not supply 
much more than half of the demand for Christmas trees in Ohio in 1962, 
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